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DAILY UPDATED CURRENT AFFAIRS 

National  

 CBI has examined Ex. PM Monmohan Singh 

is connection with the coal block allocation 

during the UPA govt. in the Talabera-II coal 

block in Odisha to Hindalco. 

 Indian Tiger population has climbed up to 

2226 which is 30% increase compared to the 

last survey in 2010 which was reported at 

1706. India is home to 70% of the world tiger 

population in wild. Three southern states 

Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala have the 

world’s single largest big cat population.  

 Delhi High Court has asked the central govt to 

unblock the fund of Greenpeace India that was 

frozen by the Union Home Ministry in June 

2014 based on intelligence report on the NGO. 

 The 5-member Margadarshak Mandal of BJP 

that included A.B. Vajpayee, L.K. Advani, 

M.M. Joshi, Narendra Modi & Rajnath Singh 

has never meet since its constitution in August 

2014. 

 EU Decided to lift ban from import of mango 

from india 

28-member European Union decided to lift 

seven month long ban on the import of 

mangoes from India. The proposal to lift the 

ban was unanimously voted by the European 

Commission standing committee on plant 

health. EU had imposed temporary ban on 

import of mangoes from in 1 May 2014 after 

authorities in Brussels found consignments of 

the premium Alphonso mangoes infested with 

fruit flies. Along with Alphonso mangoes they 

also had banned import of 4 vegetables- 

aubergines, bitter gourds, snake gourds and 

patra leaves. 

 Hyderabad will host the World Congress on 

Information Technology (WCIT) in 2018. This 

will be the first WCIT to be held in India and 

the theme of the 2018 WCIT will be Future of 

enterprises. In 2014, the 19th WCIT was held 

in Guadalajara in Mexico. The theme was 

Building the Digital Age Together.WCIT 

2016 is to be held in Brazil. 

 Maharashtra Government has declared mineral 

rich Chandrapur district (in Vidarbha region) 

as dry district.Thus imposing ban on the sale, 

purchase, production and consumption of 

liquor in the district. 

 Former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 

adopted Pachim Bekeli Gaon Panchyat under 

Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojna (SAGY). Pachim 

Bekeli Gaon Panchyat is located in Kamrup 

district of Assam. 

 Noted economist Bibek Debroy today assumed 

charged as full time member of the NITI Ayog 

(National Institution for Transforming India). 

Government had announced the appointment 

of Debroy and former DRDO Chief V K 

Saraswat as full-time members earlier this 

month.  

 The government today kick-started the process 

of allocating cancelled coal mines to state-

owned firms, it will initially allot 36 blocks. Of 

these 36 coal blocks, one mine will be given to 

the steel sector while the rest will be given to 

the power sector.  

 NDA government’s flagship scheme Pradhan 

Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) has 

entered into Guinness book of World 

RecordsAs on 17th January 2015, PMJDY has 

achieved feat of opening of 11.50 crore bank 

accounts under it in the short span of 5 months 

since it was launched.. It was achieved by the 

Department of Financial Services (Government 

of India). It was launched by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi with the goal of eradicating 

financial untouchability of the poor by opening 

at least one bank account for every family in 

the country in less than six months. 

 

Bilateral 

 Indo-USA Transportation Forum has been 

envisioned as an annual three-day event with 

the participation of the private and public 

sector from both the sides. NITI Ayog Vice-

Chairman Panagaria may head the Forum.  

 

International 

 Islamic states militants has threatened Japan to 

give $ 200 million to free two Japanese 

hostages within 72 hrs. or else they will be 

killed. 

 Former Chief Justice of Pakistan Iftikar 

Chaudhury has filed a $ 20 million defamation 

case against politician Imran Khan for 

allegedly maligning the Supreme Court and 

accusing him of rigging the 2013 election.  

 France PM Manuel Valls has unveiled a raft of 

measures to curb radicalisation and better 

monitoring Jihadists in the country. 

 According to Oxfam report Global Wealth 

Inequality has reached staggering proportion 

with 1 in 9 people net getting enough to eat 

and over a billion live on less than $ 1.25 a 

day. 

 The West African nation Mali become Ebola 

free. 

 The 45th World Economic Forum kick started 

in Davos, Switzerland. 

 Japanese automaker Toyota Motor Corp. has 

topped in global vehicle sales in 2014 by 

selling 10.23 million vehicles, beating 

Volkswagen and General Motors 
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Economy & Banking 

 BSE Sensex and Nifty benchmark scaled new 

peaks following optimism generated by the 

Repo rate cut by RBI.  

 ONGC has signed agreement with seven IITs 

for developing indigenous technologies to 

enhance exploration and production of 

hydrocarbon. 

 TCS has signed a multiyear contract with 

Virgin Atlantic Airways covering private 

cloud, Infrastructure-as-a-Service (IaaS) & IT 

support services. 

 The Union govt. has set up a 5 member expert 

panel to analyse the methodology adopted in 

the bidding process of Ultra Mega Power 

projects in Odisha, Tamil Nadu which received 

poor response from the private sector. This 

includes Pratyush Sinha Ex. CVC, Pramod 

Deo Ex. CENG Chairman & R.N. Choubey 

etc. 

 South Korean steel company POSCO CEO 

Kwon-Ob-Joon met PM & discussed new 

investment plans in Gujarat & Maharashtra 

besides its $ 12 billion Odisha Steel Project. 

 European Union has decided to lift the ban on 

import of mangoes from India after India made 

significant improvements in plant Health 

Control and Certification. 

 The Expenditure Management Commission 

under Bimal Jalan has recommended to the 

govt. to cut fisial deficit to 3.6% of the GDP in 

2015-16. 

 Reliance Industries has hit the international 

debt market with an aim to raise around $ 1 

billion by selling bonds to international 

investors. 

 HDFC hit the Rs. 2 lakh cr. mark in market 

capitalisation. 

 Asia Index, a JU between S & P Dow joints 

and BSE opened a new operation centre at the 

BSE premises which as the second largest after 

the one in New York. 

 SEBI Chairman U.K. Sinha has said that he 

expects govt. would raise the limit for Foreign 

Portfolio Investment to invest in corporate 

bond. 

 Finance Minister Arun Jaitley has declared that 

the centre will take special steps to push public 

investment for driving the economy growth. 

 Bandhan Financial Services Chairman & MD 

Chandra Sekhar Ghosh declared that IFC & 

GIC Singapore Sovereign Wealth Fund will 

invest Rs. 1600 cr. in its equity. 

 RBI has asked banks to notify the Base Rate or 

the minimum lending rate at least once in 

every three months based on the cost of funds. 

 Leading social networking website Twitter has 

bought Indian mobile marketing start-up 

ZipDial ,which is expected to cost around $34-

35 million(Rs 215 crorer).It will be first Indian 

technology product startup to be bought by 

Twitter 

 Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) and the 

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) have 

signed a Memorandum of Collaboration to 

develop indigenous technologies to enhance oil 

exploration.The California eighth-grader has 

launched a company to develop low-cost 

machines to print Braille. Tech giant Intel 

Corp. recently invested in his start-up, Braigo 

Labs. Mr. Shubham wants to develop a 

desktop Braille printer that costs around $350 

and weighs just a few kilograms, compared 

with current models that can weigh more than 

nine kilograms.  

 Singapore's sovereign wealth fund GIC is 

investing 10.2 billion rupees ($165.5 million) 

in India's Bandhan Financial Services, which is 

setting up one of the country's two newest 

banks. 

 According to the United Nations World 

Economic Situation and Prospects (WESP) 

2015 report, India’s growth in terms of GDP is 

expected to reach 5.9 per cent in 2015 and 6.3 

per cent in 2016. 

 Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) and 

China's e-commerce giant Alibaba on 20 

January 2015 signed an agreement to provide 

global platform to Indian small and medium 

enterprises (SMEs).The agreement will 

facilitate greater economic engagement 

between Indian and Chinese SMEs. 
 

Person in News 

 Filmmaker Pahlaj Nihalani was appointed 

chairpersonof  Central Board of Film 

Certification (CBFC). Earlier, then 

Chairperson of CBFC Leela Samson had 

resigned after Film Certification Appellate 

Tribunal (FCAT) cleared the controversial film 

Messenger of God featuring Dera Saccha 

Sauda chief Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh in 

lead role.Headquater of CBFC Mumbi. 

 Eminent political scientist, scholar and former 

Planning Commission member Rajni 

Kothari passed away in New Delhi 

 The California eighth-grader has launched a 

company to develop low-cost machines to print 

Braille. Tech giant Intel Corp. recently 

invested in his start-up, Braigo Labs. Mr. 

Shubham wants to develop a desktop Braille 

printer that costs around $350 and weighs just 

a few kilograms, compared with current 

models that can weigh more than nine 

kilograms.  
 

Miscellaneous  

 HAL will start an Aerospace University in 

Karnataka 

http://www.vanik.org/

